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Cetaceans are air breathing mammals that include whales, dolphins, Results
and porpoises. They are globally distributed with ninety species
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Global climate change leads to changing water temperatures, which
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Gathering data about the distribution, abundance, and

patterns has been formulated. The Koaia
- Recognize which SpGCiGS of cetaceans are utilizing this area results showed three SpGCiGS were Figure 3: Species sightings recorded along both transects
- Attempting to gain a better understanding of the distribution and sighted the most: 72 short finned along the Exuma Sound.
populatlon e.lbundance of specific marine mammals | | o pilot whales (G. Macrorhynchus), 10 risso’s dolphins (G. Griseus), and 8 blainville
- Using previously collected data to establish mean diversity within beaked whales (M. Densirostris). These species are the most abundant in the
our study site Exuma Sound.

- Hypothesis: Marine mammal distribution 1n the Exuma Sound 1s
influenced by water depth and abiotic environmental variables (pH,
salinity, sea surface temperature).
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The baseline can later be used as a reference point to analyze
the environmental impact of increased ambient noise, new
infrastructure (such as Lighthouse Point development into
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Figure 2: Researches actively scanning the Figure 4: Seasonality chart that compares the months in a year to both the water temperature (°
underwater. horizon C) and the probability of sightings, measured in SPUE (sightings per-unit effort).
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